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CODIFICATION:
Challenges, Successes, and
Lessons Learned

Camilla G. Pitman, MMC, PLS

S,

QUESTIONS
1. How many of you have a Code of Ordinances?
2. How many of you do not have a Code of Ordinances?

3. How many of you are considering whether to pursue codification or
recodification?
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QUESTIONS

4. How many of you supplement your Code of Ordinances and what timeline
do you use for supplementing? (e.g. Quarterly / Bi-Annually / Annually / As
needed)

5. How many of you have participated in recodifying your Code of
Ordinances? How many times?

6. How many of you have codified/recodified your Code of Ordinances in the
past 10 years?

Education . . .
What is a Code of Ordinances?

A collection of current general and permanent legislation consolidated into
one book or book chapters organized by topics and/or departments. A Code
of Ordinances serves as an easy-to-use reference tool for a municipality,
county, or similar governmental entity.

Purpose . .. The collective legislation provides for current municipal policies,
regulations, and directives for use in conducting business and maintaining

consistencies within the municipality.

(i.e. Reference Book that provides answers and directives.)




Education . . .

What information is included in a Code of Ordinances?

Officials List Traffic and Vehicles

General Provisions Parks and Recreation

Administration Municipal Court

Elections Solid Waste

Boards and Commissions Utilities

Department procedures Land Management

Fee Schedule Zoning

Comparative Table Permitting

State Law Reference Table Businesses
Education . . .

What is codification?

a. The act, process or result of arranging a systematic form or code.

b. The reducing of unwritten customs or case law to statutory form.

It is the process of consolidating general and permanent legislation, then
organizing it into a code of ordinances with legislation organized by topic/title
and/or by department.

a. Law: The act, process, or result of stating the rules and principles

applicable in a given legal order to one or more broad areas of life in this
form of code. (local, state, federal)
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Education . . .
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g back to the last codifical
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opriate place to

‘The resulting document is called the city of town code of
ondinances.

Uptow: Jonuary 2024 T

Education . . .

What is re-codification?

The updating of an existing code including but not limited to inconsistencies,
duplicated language and topics, grammatical and formatting issues, and
conflicts of law with state and federal law. Process . . .

a.

C.

An attorney of law from your state and hired by the codifier reviews the
Code of Ordinances offering suggestions and recommendations for
proposed amendments.

An updated Code of Ordinances is produced including any agreed upon
recommendations and updated amendments passed by Council during

the review process, thereby creating a new publication.

NOTE: Supplements are not the same as recodification.
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My story of codification . . . June 1995

My story of codification . . . March 2007

10
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2014 Recodification Timeline

2013...

May 10

July 24

August 13

August 19

November 15

Received letter providing recodification process, costs, and
programs offered with codifier

Executed Agreement of Services with codifier

Received contact from codifier requesting feedback on
formatting code pages and type of book

Received contact from codifier’s attorney introducing himself
and explaining the process of reviewing the code and providing

recommendations

Received contact from attorney assigned to review the code.

11
2014 Recodification Timeline
2014 ...
June Received contact from codifier’s attorney providing
recommended changes and amendments (*side note)
August Scheduled a date for discussing changes and amendments
September 29  Conducted conference call with codifier’s attorney and city
attorney to discuss recommended changes and amendments
October Conducted conversations with departments affected
November by proposed recommendations
December
12
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2014 Recodification Timeline

2015. ..
January
February

March

June 22

Ordinance No. 2015-59 to adopt and enact a new Code of Ordinances of the City
of Greenville, providing for the repeal of certain Ordinances not included therein,
providing a penalty for the violation thereof, providing for the manner of
amending such code, and providing when such code and this Ordinance shall

Continued contact by email with codifier’s
attorney regarding requested changes

Ordinance approved adopting and enacting
the 2014 Code of Ordinances of the City of
Grenville

become effective

13

1. Advantages/Disadvantages in
having a Code of Ordinances?

S,

14
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City of Greenville Charter and Ordinances — 1893
(Compiled by Aldermen Alvin H. Dean, J.M. Perry, and W.E. Wright);
Printed in Greenville)
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City of Greenville Charter and Ordinances — 1897-1898

(Compiled by City Attorney B.A. Morgan; Printed by Greenville News Co.

Printers)
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WITH SUCH STATUTE LAWS AS EEFECT SAME.

COMPILED BY
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City of Greenville Charter and Ordinances — 1897-1898 (continued)

17663

CHARTER.

1.—Corporation.
2.—Name and limits.

o Mayor and Aldermen. Time of election. Flectors.
Seo. 4.—Registration.

Skc. 5.—-Oath of person registering.

B o Besuiations afecting e clsctl
e s hecting wand gors w0 et sun
R R

Vacancles

Seo. 10 Penalty for refusal to serve. Txceptions.
SEC. 11.—Poswer of Trial Justices.

Sk, 12.—Council meetings.  Municipal powers.

SEc. 13, Fire district.

Sko. 14—Nulsances. Board of Health, Firemasters. Parks and

Defaulters.

Powder magazines. Borges dua foud:les
. Working streets as punishi
T s L oo et T bR

alks,
Closing and opening strects, Damages. Appeals
Right o borrow money

Settlement with snccessors.

Misfeasance hnd non-feasance in ofice.
Ordinances valldat

Repealing clauser Publlc Act,  Dutation,

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Semate and House of
Representatives of the State of South Carolina, now met
and sitting in General Assembly, and by the authority
of the same, That from and after the passage of this Act
all citizens of this State, who may have resided twelve corporation
) o
months within this State and sixty days within the cor-

19

City Code
City of Greenville
1912

City of Greenville City Code — 1912
(Prepared by City Attorney L.O. Patterson, Greenville)

20
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City of Greenville City Code — 1931
Prepared by Alderman James M. Richardson

City Code
City of Greenville
1931

21

City of Greenville City Code — 1944
(Prepared by James M. Richardson, former Alderman)

City Code
City of Greenville
1944

22
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City of Greenville Code — 1953
(Michie City Publications Company, Charlottesville, VA)

THE CODE

OF THE

CITY OF GREENVILLE
SOUTH CAROLINA
1953
1958 Cumulative Supplement

Place this Supplement in the pocket in the inside back corer
of the main vehime.

23

THE CODE
OF THE
CITY OF
GREENVILLE
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City of Greenville Code — 1964
(Michie City Publications Company, Charlottesville, VA)

THE CODE
OF THE
CITY OF GREENVILLE
SOUTH CAROLINA

The Certificate of Incorparation
and

The General Ovdinances of the City

PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL
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City of Greenville Code of Ordinances — 1974
(Municipal Code Corporation)
16
TABLE OF CONTENTS—Cont'd.
THE CODE -
OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 0 Vo a
o b o e o i o sk
CITY OF o -
GREENVILLE GREENVILLE E
SOUTH X i SOUTH CAROLINA -
CAROLINA ey
§ »a
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE CITY
e rirwazbes 12,1474
oo
Published by Order of the City Council
L CODE CORPORATION
'
L
25
City of Greenville Code of Ordinances — 1985
(Laurel Henderson & Associates, Morrow GA)
—
ent and Administration Sec. 2-208. Attestation of deeds, etc., generally.
125 The city clerk shall attest all deeds to real property sold by
the city, including lots in the city cemeteries, '?"d_, all
, records and documents of agreements and other obligati issued or auth y
- "::,’,;:f"wﬁ T the ity council. (Code 1964, § 2.126; Ord. No. 7720, § 16,
CODE OF ORDINANCES N = ; Board  4.96.77)
ERLLE © 5“16.56 it DIVISION 1 Secs. 2-209, 2-210. Reserved.
GREENVILLE, S.C. The city clerk shall be responsible for the issu- Editor's note—Ord. No. 77:20, §§ 17, 18, adopted April 26, 1977, Ml’eﬂlﬂﬁ
tices, personal and general, which the  Sec. 1571 Bc §§ 2209 and 2210 providing that the city clerk and treasurer attest @
ance of all NOHCES P e s fons issued by authority of the city council, and that he would, upon
i, uoirs =07 e L. (%&:2‘:‘974 Sec. demand, issue free of charge a urﬁﬁu;uhn;nns_ tge un;m:{:: :f t;e):;
administrati i vemment Uil i er wi escription of ro
12’»130)5‘1‘“10n 9 e leptis poversd a.':\':;. ?ﬁdwa:ﬁn:'ﬁ:e e ved from Code 1064, §5 2127,
3 ities are hereby c1 g
. i (1) airport con
g (2) repealed; Sec. 2-211. Additional duties.
ity clerk shall perform all other duties (ymcee The city clerk shall perform all other duties which are now
wm:? ::?mw or may hereafter be imposed upon  66(g) to (n))-;: or n:a;t t{]ere;ﬂe-r be imposed ‘:‘P&n "-_129 C“g ‘it:‘:ﬁ?:’céi‘:
i the laws, ordi L] : @ ] laws, ordinances or resolutions of the city or by
ﬂrﬂ:q;i&:gm;imcﬁmofucﬁy council or (5) civil servi of the mayor, city council or city manager. (Code 1964, §
dmitd etseq): 2.129; Ord. No. 71-20, § 19, 4-2677)
city g ) Omlﬂml‘@ s 2.912-2-217 Reserved.
-5.58 through 1-5-70 reserved. ment and ecs. 2-212—2-214.
e 1598 P (7 developm wererrat € NTRRCTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS®

26
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City of Greenville Code of Ordinances — 1997
(Municipal Code Corporation)

ment and the wellre of S Pepic.
85, § 1.5-54)

papers in such a m s will fac
to them, arranging ing the b
ing to their subject matter in chronological order,
and numbering them in consceutive order. Ho
shall also keep in suitable books an index in
which ehall be entered euch papere, records and
jocuments of the city counc

Sec. 2.246. Issuance of notices.
The city clerk shall be responsible for the
issuance of al notices, personal und general which
are applicable to the city councl, and whic
and interest of the city
tion ofits government.

, §1:5.56)

See. 2217, Additional dutics.

(@) Thecityclerk shall be respunsible for agenda
‘preparation for all city cou et 0

(b) The eity clerk shall pes

now or may hereafter be imposed upon

the city clerk by the laws, ordinances or resolu.

tions of the city or by the direction of the city
counell or city manager.

(Code 1985, § 1-5:67)
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(Codo 198
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City of Greenville Code of Ordinances — 2014
(Municipal Code Corporation)

Ty o
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28

9/25/2026

14



City of Greenville Code of Ordinances — 2014
(Municipal Code Corporation)

DEVELOPMENT CODE — IMPLEMENTED IN JUNE 2023

Greenville, South Carolina - Code of Ordinances

VERSION: FEB 21, 2023 (CURRENT) ~

> Chapter 14 - ELECTIONS

> Chapter 16 - ENVIRONMENT

> Chapter 18- FIRE PREVENTION AND
PROTECTION

Chapter 19 - DEVELOPMENT CODE
modified

ARCHIVED Chapter 19 - LAND
MANAGEMENT

v

v v v v v

Chapter 20 -
Chapter 21 -
Chapter 22 -
Chapter 24 -

Chapter 26 -

LAW ENFORCEMENT

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

MUNICIPAL COURT

OFFENSES

PARKS AND RECREATION

Chapter 19 - DEVELOPME

] ~

Search or jump to

< Sec. 18- cease when interest on funds is sufficient

make all payments

ARCHIVED Chapter 19 - LAND MANAGEMENT >

Chapter 19 - DEVELOPMENT CODEL Em o 5 E-

View the Greenville Development Code

Editor's Note—The City has adopted a new Chapter 19, Development Code and Zoning Map,
effective July 15, 2023. The former Chapter 19, Land Management has been archived and is being
made available for reference purposes only. The new Chapter 19, Development Code can be found

online here . To view the new Zoning Map online, click here .

Foomnotes:

S.C Code 1976, §

20. - Contributions to cease when interest on funds is sufficient to make all payments.

ARCHIVED Chapter 19 - LAND MANAGEMENT >

G Select Language | ¥

5 SHOW CHANGES @ «Q MORE~

29

City of Greenville Code of Ordinances — 2014
(Municipal Code Corporation)

DEVELOPMENT CODE — IMPLEMENTED IN JUNE 2023

PDF FORMAT - 441 pages

ARTICLE 19

GREENVILLE
DEVELOPMENT

Adopted

30
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Process of Codification/Re-codification — Be the Project Manager

a. Obtain proposals from codifiers and compare services and costs

b. Be comfortable with the services you need and what a codifier provides
(Understand your municipality is different and has different needs from other
municipalities)

c. Determine and affirm all costs and payment plan with selected codifier

d. Enter into a contract with selected codifier (Recommend having your city
attorney review the contract)

e. Include in your budget costs for Annual Fees (Great time to evaluate your
package deal, additional services)

31

Process of Codification/Re-codification — Be the Project Manager

f. Codifier attorney/consultant — research and review recommendations and
suggestions; conduct in person, virtual, telephone conferences (the codifier should
understand the needs of your municipality)

g. Participate in the process — be familiar with the following:
1. Ordinances - included and not included in the code
2. Fee Schedule Changes (i.e. Manager Memos or separate documentation)

3. References — footers and supplemental language

4. Forward amendments of the code to the codifier during the codification/
re-codification process (ordinances)

32
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Process of Codification/Re-codification — Be the Project Manager
g. Continued ... Participate in the process — be familiar with the following:

5. Edits and Proofs — ALWAYS review editing and do not depend on the
codifier

6. Formatting Options — fonts, page layouts, graphics, book covers (you have
choices to make)

7. Code of Ordinances publication — online version, manual copies,
supplements, delivery process

8. Finalize code proof with codifier

9. City Council — present Ordinance for approving Code of Ordinances

33

Process of Codification/Re-codification — Be the Project Manager

g. Continued ... Participate in the process — be familiar with the following:
10. Publish Code of Ordinances
11. Supplements — determine and/or affirm code supplement timeline

12. Educate yourself on the features and tools available in the services offered
to you through your contract

13. Review additional services available through your codifier on an annual
basis (financial savings for bundled services)

34
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CITY OF GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA
MEMORANDUM

(DEPARTMENT NAME)
Shannon Lalvrin, Gity Manager

Authorization to Amend Appendix A — Fee Schedule
Code of Ordinances of the City of Greenville

Pursuant to Resolutions 2001-3 and 2001-5, both dated January 22, 2001, the City Manager has
been granted authority to fix, adjust, and repeal certain fees located in the Appendix of the Code
of Ordinances.

By this memorandum, | authorize the following to Appendix A — the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Greenville. The changes to the fees shall be effective upon the
date of this memorandum or as provided below. The Office of the City Clerk shall be provided with
the original memorandum which shall be maintained by that Office and copied to the codifier and
the D Division requesting

City Code Section Number/Title Appendix A — Fee Schedule

Effective Date of

‘Amendment:

9/25/2026
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Stormwater Management Utility Fee
Description A utility fee for stormwater management.

Authority: City Code, Section 34-97{b) 19-5.3.4, Stormwater Management Utility
City Ordinance No. 85-68; City Ordinance No. 2023-39

Rate Structure—Annual:
Developed Residential Under 1,640 sq. ft. .....346- 7.69
Developed Residential Over 1,640 sq. ft. .....$81.79- $83.75
Undeveloped Residential .....$46.57 $47.69
Developed Commercial and Industrial (per ERU) .....$81.79 $83.75
Undeveloped Commercial and Industrial .....$81.79 $83.75

(Amd. of 9-11-2008; Memo. of 7-20-2009; Memo. of 9-15-2010; Ord. No. 2012-44, 5-29-2012;
Memo. of 7-18-2014; Memo. of 6-1-2015; Ord. No. 2016-32, 6-13-2016; Ord. No. 2017-47, 5-22-
17; Ord. No. 2018-35, 5-14-18; Ord. No. 2019-01, 1-14-19; Ord. No. 2019-42, § 2, 6-10-19; Ord.
No. 2020-54, 6-8-2020; Ord. No. 2021-31, 6-7-2021; Ord. No. 2022-39, 6-13-2022; Ord. No. 2024-33,
5-20-2024; Ord. No. 2025-40, 5-19-2025; Ord. No. 2026-46, 5-18-2026;

19
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CODIFICATION: SUCCESSES

WELCOME TO

SUCCESS

I N

al Fl.Z M B

ENJOY THE JOURNEY

-

41

CODIFICATION: SUCCESSES

Create a check list of your proposal

Use the checklist from the codifier to assist you in the process.

Research and prepare a comparison of codifiers — even if you have a current codifier.

Prepare and organize a proposal to present to the governing body.

Include the following in your proposal with potential codifiers for consideration
a. Page format

Inclusion of graphics, maps, tables, diagrams, etc.

Book format

All fees and costs including printed copies and internet (digital version)

Anticipated costs for supplements, including S&H

Codification review process and document retrieval

Timeline for entire codification process

Timeline for future supplements

Contractual negotiations and requirements — Have your attorney review.

Pl g W =

T Fm oo oo T

42
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“The only
mistake in life
is the lesson
not learned”

Albert Einstein
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PROGRAM BENEFITS - Listing on Adopted Ordinances Not Yet Codified

Code of Ordinances
VERSION: APR 13, 2026 (CURRENT) »

> CODE OF ORDINANCES CITY OF
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA

SUPPLEMENT HISTORY TABLE [EXSTIE

v

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

v

Chapter 2 - ADMINISTRATION
Chapter 3 - RESERVED
> Chapter 4 - ANIMALS

Chapter 5 - RESERVED

v

Chapter 6 - BUILDINGS AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS

Chapter 7 - RESERVED
> Chapter 8 - BUSINESSES
Chapter 9 - RESERVED

> Chapter 10 - CEMETERIES

& -

a

Code of Ordinances

Supplement 22

Online content updated on April 13, 2026

CODE OF ORDINANCES City of GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA Cedified through Ordinance No. 2026-03, enacted
February 9, 2026. (Supp. No. 22)

VIEW WHAT'S CHANGED

This Code of Ordinances and/or any other documents that appear on this site may not reflect the most current

legislation adopted by the Municipality.

Adopted Ordinances Not Yet Codified

The listing below includes all legislation received by Municipal Code since the last update (printed or electronic) to the

Code of Ordinances. This legislation has been enacted, but has not yet been codified

Ordinance No. 2026-41 >
Adopted 5/11/26

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
GREENVILLE TO PRESCRIBE PROCEDURES AND PROTOCOL FOR INDIVIDUALS ADDRESSING COUNCIL DURING CITY
COUNCIL MEETINGS, AND TO MODIFY THE ORDER OF BUSINESS.

45

PROGRAM BENEFITS — Code Archives

Q) _city of
>/ greenville

Greenville, South Carolina - Code of Ordinances / CODE

a
VERSION: APR 13, 2026 (CURRENT) g -

49 Code Versions x

L JB| 04/13/2026 SUPPLEMENT 22

L ) 09/16/2025 SUPPLEMENT 21

( ) 03/24/2025 SUPPLEMENT 20
[ IR 10/03/2024 SUPPLEMENT 19

() 06/14/2024 SUPPLEMENT 18 REDO

L| 06/03/2024 SUPPLEMENT 18

01/22/2024 SUPPLEMENT 17

L BR| 0272172023 SUPPLEMENT 16 -

46
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DIVISION 2. - TRANSIT AUTHORITY

Sec. 2-351. - Established. ® e B2 G & B3

There is hereby created a joint transit authority for the city and the county, pursuant to and in conformity with an act of the general assembly of the state, being Act No. 417 (1973) Statutes at Large (726)
approved July 9, 1973.

(Code 1985, § 1-5-81; Code 1997, § 2-351; Ord. No. 2007-32, § 1, 5-14-2007; Ord. No. 2007-49, 7-9-2007)

Sec. 2-352. - Appointment and term of members. % 8 B =2 & & 3
The city council and county council shall each appoint one member of the transit authority, the term of office of the members to be three years and, until a successor has been appointed and qualified, and
shall jointly recommend the names of three or more nominees for appointment by the governor.

(Code 1985, § 1-5-82; Code 1997, § 2-352; Ord. No. 2007-32, § 1, 5-14-2007; Ord. No. 2007-49, 7-9-2007)

Sec. 2-373. - Membership; terms of office; compensation; qualifications. Y 8 WM B & & B

(a) The planning commission shall have seven members.

(b) No member of the planning commission may hold an elected public office in the city or the county. Members of the commission are to be appointed for staggered terms of four years each and shall
serve until their successors are appointed and qualified. Members shall receive no compensation for their service on the commission. A vacancy in any position on the commission must be filled for
the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment. The city council may remove any member of the ¢ ion for malfeasance, mi: orr in the performance of
duties or for such other cause as otherwise permitted by law.

(@ Members of the c ission shall be i in cansit ion of their pr expertise, knowledge of the community, and concern for the future welfare of the total community and its

citizens. Membership shall represent a broad cross section of the interests and concerns of persons residing and doing business within the city.

(Code 1997, § 2-373; Ord. No.99-11, § 2, 2-22-1999; Ord. No. 2008-12, 2-11-2008)

Stormwater Management Utility Fee

Description A utility fee for starmwater management.

Authority: City Code, Section 34-97(b) AN ORDINANCE

. ; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADOPTION OF A CITY OPERATING BUDGET, ITS
City Ordinance No. 95-68 AND EFFECT, FOR THE FISCAL PERIOD JULY 1, 2020,
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021, DECLARING CERTAIN TAX INCREMENT

FINANCING REVENUES NET OF DEBT SERVICE PAYMENTS SURPLUS,
Rate Structure—Annual: AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO

CITY OF GREENVILLE, SOUTH CARO]

Developed Residential Under 1,640 sq. ft. ....545.17

/ 'NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
LINA,

Sectionl.  In accordance with Section 2-196 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
i . Greenville, South Carolina, there is hereby adopted for the fiscal period July 1,
Developed Residential Over 1,640 sq. ft. 79.33 2020, .4,'?...,, 30, m,",':. ,,,,,,.;'in, b&’m for the City ao.;vm s:'\..h
Carolina, based on budget estimates of various funds as prepared by the City

FY 1
Undeveloped Residential .....545.17 ‘modified by the schedule listed in Section 2, below.

Developed Cemmercial and Industrial {per ERU) .....579.33
Undeveloped Commercial and Industrial .....79.33

{Amd. of 9-11-2008; Memo. of 7-20-2009; Memo. of 9-15-2010; Ord. No. 2012-44, 5-29-2412; Mema. of 7-18-2014; Memo. of 6-1-2015; Ord. No. 2016-32, 6-13-2016; Ord. No. 2017-47, 5-22-17: Ord. Ne. 2018-35,
5-14-18; Ord. No. 2019-01, 1-14-19; Ord. No. 2019-42 , § 2, 6-10-19; Ord. No. 2020-54 , 6-8-2020; Ord. No. 2021-31, 6-7-2021; Ord. No. 2022-39, 6-13-2022)
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